Generalizability of WAIS-R factor structure within and between populations.
We investigated the reliability of the factor structure of the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale-Revised (WAIS-R). The WAIS-R subtests, as administered to 146 head-injured males, were factor analyzed. Two- and three-factor solutions were extracted that were consistent with past findings. Congruence coefficients were computed to determine degree of association between factor structures from all samples reported in the literature. All coefficients were impressive. Also, congruence coefficients based on factor structures derived from different samples within the same population were compared to coefficients based on different samples from different populations. No significant discrepancies emerged. Apparently, the slight factor structure variation that does exist is due to chance data fluctuation rather than to systematic population bias. This reflects well on the robustness of the WAIS-R factor structure.